508                                  ASCHAM.

his conviction of the cogency of their arguments, soon
changed his opinion and his practice, and he adhered ever
after to their method of utterance.

Of this controversy it is not necessary to give a circum-
stantial account; something of it may be found in Strype's
Life of Smith, and something in Baker's Reflections upon
Learning; it is sufficient to remark here, that Cheke's
pronunciation was that which now prevails in the schools
of England. Disquisitions not only verbal, but merely
literal, are too minute for popular narration.

He was not less eminent, as a writer of Latin, than as
a teacher of Greek. AH the publick letters of the uni-
versity were of his composition; arid, as little qualifications
must often bring great abilities into notice, he was recom-
mended to this honourable employment, not less by the
neatness of his hand, than the elegance of his style.

However great was his learning, he was not always im-
mured in his chamber; but, being valetudinary, and weak
of body, thought it necessary to spend many hours in such
exercises as might best relieve him after the fatigue of
study. His favourite amusement was archery, in which
he spent, or, in the opinion of others, lost so much time,
that those whom either his faults or virtues made his ene-
mies, and, .perhaps, some whose kindness wished him
always worthily employed, did not scruple to censure his
practice, as unsuitable to a man professing learning, and,
perhaps, of bad example in a place of education.

To free himself from this censure was one of the reasons
for which he published, in 1544, his Toxophilus, or the
Schole or Partitions of Shooting, in which he joins the
praise with the precepts-of archery. He designed not
only to teach the art of shooting, but to give an example
of diction more natural and more truly English than was
used by the common writers of that age, whom he censures
for mingling exotick terms with their native language, and
of whom he complains, that they were made authors, not
by skill or education, but by arrogance and temerity.

He has not failed in either of his purposes.    He has